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Abstract

Since the first meeting between the prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and Christians, the discussion between the two parties
has been around Jesus being ‘“The Word of God,”’ and around the different interpretations of this statement in both Islam and
Christianity. Undeniably this is one of the most discussed topics in Islamic theology; throughout history, theologians have
always been interested in understanding the Christian doctrine and have put a great deal of effort into criticizing it. For this
reason, | tried in this article to trace the development of the criticism of this topic particularly within the context of Islamic
theology. To do so, | have used descriptive, analytical, and historical methods.

By following the evolution of this discussion, this study demonstrates that theologians did not stop at the limits of the
evidence presented by the Quranic verses and Hadiths, but relayed on rational thinking. Since there was a cognitive-
communication between both Christians and Muslims at the level of discussion, it led to the development of research from both
parties throughout time.

This research begins by presenting the opposed arguments of Christians and covers their different interpretations of
this statement. Then, it explores how the debate began and developed in Islamic theology by tracing the arguments of the
theological scholars and how Christians responded to this criticism. Lastly, we discuss how Jesus got the name of ““The Word
of God ’and then the conclusion.

Keywords: Word of God, Jesus, Theological Criticism, Christians, Context, Responses.
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